High School Young Democrats Chapter Sample Constitution

Our purpose will be to pursue the ideas of liberty, justice, and freedom for all regardless of race, religion, or sex. We will pursue these ideas through support of the Democratic Party and its ideas, ideals, and candidates. With these thoughts we establish this constitution.
 
ARTICLE I
Name
The name of this organization will be the __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats.

Section 1: __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats will be chartered through and affiliated with the Manhattan Young Democrats, and by and through the Manhattan Young Democrats, will be affiliated with the New York State Young Democrats and the Young Democrats of America.

Section 2: __(High School Name)__Young Democrats will be charted with Manhattan Young Democrats under the New York County Democratic Committee and work as closely as possible with all levels of the Democratic Party.
 
ARTICLE II
Membership

Section 1: A Member of __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats is anyone who:

A. Is a student at __(Name of High School)__.

B. Has paid their dues for the current year, as proscribed in the bylaws.

C. Has attended at least 2 official meetings or events hosted by the __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats within the current year.

Section 2: No person shall be excluded from membership because of sex, race, creed, religion, disability, national origin, sexual orientation, or economic status.
 
ARTICLE III
Officers
The __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats will be composed of the __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats Executive Board and the remaining members. The Executive Board will consist of the officers of the __(High School Name)__  Young Democrats. The organization will have four (4) officers, whom will be elected during a general election to be held at the last meeting in June.

Section 1: The four (4) elected officers will be: President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. These four elected officers will be voting members of the Executive Board.

 
ARTICLE IV
Officer Duties

Section 1: The President will be the chief executive officer for the organization. He/she will preside over all chapter meetings. The President will have all of the following duties and powers. The absence of a specific power or duty from this list is not necessarily a denial of its existence.

A. Establish administrative procedures not otherwise provided for by the Constitution or By-Laws of this chapter.
B. Act for and on behalf of the high school chapter when they are not in session.
C. Attend all general meetings of the Manhattan Young Democrats. When the attendance of the President is not possible he/she will appoint a suitable replacement and give said person his/her voting proxy. Deference should be given to the chain of command when considering a proxy.
D. Establish the agenda for each meeting of the high school chapter (both general and executive).
E. Appoint chairpersons and vice-chairpersons of all committees - both standing and adjunct – with Board approval, except that the President shall not appoint the chairpersons of the Recruiting and the Fund-raising Committees.
F. Be an ex-officio member of all committees.
G. Remove anyone from any appointed position without the approval of the Executive Board or the general body.

Section 2: Vice-President. The Vice-President will have all the following duties:

A. Chair the Recruiting Committee.
B. Appoint a co-chairperson of the Recruiting Committee, pending the approval of the Executive Board.
C. Act as President Pro-Tempore in the absence of the President. In a case where the President’s office becomes vacant, the Vice-President will become the President automatically and will assume all powers, duties and responsibilities associated with that position. The office of the Vice-President then is vacant and will be filled by an appointment by the new President, pending the approval of the Executive Board
and the general body.
D. Assist the President

Section 3: The chapter Secretary shall have all the following duties and powers:

A. Keep accurate minutes of all chapter meetings (general and Executive Board).
B. Assure publicity for all upcoming events and meetings.
C. Keep an accurate mailing list and phone directory of all members.
D. See to all correspondence of the chapter as directed by the President.

Section 4: The chapter Treasurer will be the chief financial officer of the organization and shall have all the following duties:

A. Chair the Fund-raising committee.
B. Appoint a Director of Fund-raising, pending the approval of the Executive Board.
C. Be responsible for developing fund-raising ideas and soliciting donations.
D. Maintain accurate financial records for the organization.
E. Coordinate all financial activities, including any tax responsibilities.
F. Advise the chapter President and the Executive Board of the financial condition of the chapter.
G. If deemed necessary by the Executive Board, the Treasurer will file any reports for the State Democratic Party or the State Ethics Commission in a timely manner.
H. Write Checks and make deposits as directed by the Executive Board. The Treasurer will not have the right to make financial transactions without the approval of the Executive Board.

ARTICLE V
Executive Board
The __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats Executive Board will be the chief policy making body for the chapter.

Section 1: The Executive Board will have all the following powers necessary for the proper and legal execution of all duties of the __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats.

Section 2: The Executive Board will meet no less than twelve (12) times during the course of one (1) fiscal year.
 
ARTICLE VI
General Body
The __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats general body will meet no less than twelve (12) times during the course of one (1) year.
 
ARTICLE VII
Elections

Section 1: Elections of officers will be held at the last meeting in June of each year. All terms are for one year.

Section 2: The order of elections will be as follows: President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
 
ARTICLE VIII
Standing Committees
There will be two (2) standing committees. These committees will be the Fund-raising committee and the Recruiting committee.
 
ARTICLE IX
Forming New Committees
The President or the Executive Board can form adjunct committees at any time for any reason they deem necessary.
 
ARTICLE X
Supporting Candidates
No members of __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats shall, in their official capacity as members of __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats, support any political candidate who is in the process of trying to obtain a Democratic nomination, or who is running a contested primary. Further, __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats as an organization shall not support any aforementioned individual. This section should not be read to preclude any __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats member from supporting a candidate in his or her own individual, personal capacity.
 
ARTICLE XI
Constitutional Amendments
Amendments to this constitution must be submitted in writing to the chapter President and chapter Secretary at least two weeks (14 days) prior to the meeting at which the Amendment will be considered. The President is obligated to place the amendment on the agenda for that meeting. The amendment will be considered approved if two-thirds (2/3) of the Executive Board and two thirds (2/3) of the general body (in attendance) vote in favor of the amendment.
 
ARTICLE XII
Number of Offices
No one person may hold more than one office in the __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats organization.
 
ARTICLE XIII
Removal of Officers

Section 1
The process for removal of any officers shall be as follows: 

a) Grounds for removal shall be misfeasance, malfeasance or nonfeasance in the performance of an officer’s duties. 

b) A motion for removal must be made at a regular or special meeting of the Executive Board. Charges demanding removal shall be referred to an Ethics Committee of three (3) members in good standing, chosen by a majority of a quorum of general members during the next general __(Chapter Name)__ meeting following the meeting in which a motion for removal is made. The Ethics Committee shall investigate the charges and shall, if requested by either the persons bringing the charges, the Executive Board or the Executive Board member against whom the charges have been brought, hold hearings regarding the motion for removal. The Executive Board member against whom charges have been brought shall have the opportunity to confront the person making the motion, to call, examine, and cross examine witnesses in connection with the motion, to make arguments on his or her behalf and to represented by counsel. 

c) The President or, if the charges are being brought against the President, the Executive Vice President, shall be a non-voting, ex-officio member of the Ethics Committee and shall chair any hearings that may be held. 

d) Once the Ethics Committee has completed its investigation, it shall make findings, determined by a majority vote, as to whether or not the charges should be sustained and the Executive Board member charged should or should not be dismissed. Such findings shall then be forwarded to the Executive Board in the form of a recommendation to the __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats to be dealt with under the following subsections of this Article. 

e) If the Ethics Committee finds that the charges are not sustained and the officer should not be removed, said charges will be dropped and struck from the record. 

f) Once the Ethics Committee has made a recommendation that the charges should be sustained and the Executive Board member should be removed, the Executive Board shall place the motion for removal on the agenda of the next __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats meeting, which shall be held no more than sixty (60) days following the day the charges are first brought before the Executive Board. 

g) The parties calling for removal of an Executive Board member must be present at the Executive Board meeting at which removal is considered, and the Executive Board member must be notified in writing at least fifteen (15) days prior to the meeting. The Executive Board member subject to removal must be given the opportunity to respond at and/or before the meeting at which removal is considered. 

h) Removal shall be accomplished by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats members present and eligible to vote. Only those who were members in good standing before charges were brought in front of the Executive Board shall be eligible to vote on the motion for removal. 

 
Article VIII  
Dissolution  
In the event of the dissolution of the __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats, all funds in the treasury and other assets shall go to the hosting high school and any records shall go to the Manhattan Young Democrats after all obligations have been met, to be safeguarded.
 
 

High School Young Democrat Chapter Sample By-Laws
 
BYLAW I
Membership Dues
Dues for general membership shall be set ten dollars ($10) per year.

Section 1: If any member joins the __(High School Name)__ Young Democrats after February 1st of any given year, the paid dues for the respective member will be credited for both the current and following year.

Section 2: Prorated membership dues are prohibited.

Section 3: All membership dues will be deposited into the organization’s savings account.
3.1 Such revenue shall be strictly earmarked for the sole purpose of membership benefits.
3.2 The use or transfer of such revenue for non-member based purposes with out a vote of the general membership is strictly prohibited and grounds for judicial review.


